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Pliska field 
Pliska field is a geographic al area loc ated in  eastern part of Bulgaria an d surroun ded 
b y the plateaus V oivodsko to north, Stan a to east, Madara to south, Five-m oun ds hill 
an d Shoum en  plateau to southwest an d Baikovski hill to west. It covers 
approxim ately an  area of 700 sq.km  an d the predom in a n t elevation is b etween  150 
an d 250 m . In geologic al term , the Pliska field is b uilt m ain ly of Cretac eous clayey 
lim eston es an d m arl rocks, well as loess form ations. The m ain  rivers, whic h drain  
the Pliska filed, are Provadiyska River, Kriva River, an d Mutn ishka River an d their 
trib utaries. The soils of Pliska field are m ain ly fertile c hernozem s that is why the 
area is predom in a n tly agricultural, ren dzin as in  the east an d northeast part of the 
field an d alluvial soils alon g the rivers. The n atural protected areas that falls within  
the Pliska field are two protected sites, an d three sites in c luded in  N atura 2000 
n etwork of protected sites un der Hab itat directive an d Bird’s directive. The 
settlem en ts loc ated here are m ain ly villages an d three towns – N ovi Pazar, 
Kaspic han  an d Pliska. The Pliska field is loc ated alm ost entirely in Shoum en  district, 
an d covers parts of four m un ic ipalities – Shoum en , Hitrino, N ovi Pazar an d 
Kaspic han . The m ain  railway in  N orthern Bulgaria, from  Sofia to V arn a, crosses the 
Pliska field. 

Kabiyuk 
N ation al Historic al an d Arc haeologic al reserve Kab iyuk is loc ated in  N ortheast Bulgaria, 12 km  northeast from  the town of Shoum en . It was an n oun c ed as a N ation al Historic al an d Arc haeologic al Reserve 
in 2011. With the am en dm en t to the L aw on Cultural Heritage, in its appen dix, Kab iyuk was added un der N o. 32 with the n am e "Early Medieval V illage of Kab iyuk" as an  arc haeologic al reserve situated 
on the territory of two m un ic ipalities- Shum en  an d Hitrino (State Gazette, issue 54 of July 15, 2011). It is on e of the m ain  arc haeologic al early m edieval sites con n ected with the First Bulgarian  Kin gdom , 
whose earthen  ram part is the secon d b iggest after the fortific ation of the First Bulgarian  Capital – Pliska. It covers an  area of 5.7 sq. km . Kab iyuk is a great exam ple of a com b in ation of cultural an d n atural 
heritage, an d it in c ludes three protected areas – arc haeologic al reserve, protected site, an d N atura 2000 site. The Kab iyuk m oun d is proclaim ed as a protected territory in 1973 with an  area of 47.5 ha an d 
is a hom e of over 200 herb a c eous an d shrub  spec ies. The m oun d Kab iyuk falls within  N atura 2000 protected sites un der Hab itats Directive 92/43/EEC on conservation of n atural ha b itats an d of wild faun a 
an d flora, a n d it is on e of the m ost im portant territories for the preservation of the steppe vegetation. The Kab iyuk site has b een  explored sporadic ally through the years. Our project entitled "N HAR 
Kabiyuk: Complex interdisc iplin ary study of on e of the non -c apital royal residen c es (Aul) of the First Bulgarian  Kin gdom " is the first arc haeologic al project aim ed to explore the whole area of Kab iyuk 
an d the first project in Bulgaria focused en tirely on the leadin g role of m ethods for non -destructive survey. An interdisc iplin ary team  in c ludin g arc haeologists, rem ote sensin g an d GIS spec ialists, an d 
geophysic ists im plem en ted the project, whic h was aim ed to apply a com plex m ultidisc iplin ary approac h for explorin g arc haeolog ic al ob jects coverin g large areas. The ac c en t in the project is put on the 
non-destructive m ethods (aerospac e m ethods an d tec hn ologies, geophysics an d GIS), com b in ed with con ven tion al arc haeologic al m ethods of exploration aim in g not on ly to discover an d m appin g the 
arc haeologic al sites b efore exc avation, b ut to plan  ahead the m easures of their conservation an d usage as tourists’ sites. Within  this project the m ethodology for arc haeologic al field survey, whic h was 
developed durin g the project for exploration of the Outer Town of Pliska was im proved [1], [2]. 
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Pliska 
Pliska is the first c apital of Bulgaria. The Medieval c ity serves as a c apital 
from  the secon d half of the 7th c en tury AD till year 893, when  the c apital 
is m oved to the n ew c ity of Preslav. Pliska contin ue its existen c e till the 
m id of 11th c en tury, when  it is ab a n don ed. For the tim e of its approxim ately 
230 years of c apital period Pliska exists as a b ig urb an  agglom eration for 
its epoch. (http://www.krorain a.com /pliska/in dex.htm l ) The Medieval c ity 
covers an  area of 21.9 sq. km . or 8.5 sq. m i in  a pentagon al shape with lin g 
sides of approxim ately 8 km  in  len gth an d short sides of approxim ately. 3 
km  in  len gth. Pliska was defen ded b y three c irc les of fortific ation – the 
earthen  ram part an d ditc h that form s the Outer Town, a ston e wall that 
form s the In n er Town, an d b ric k wall, that en c irc les the Citadel. The 
Pala c es of Bulgarian  rulers are situated in  the In n er Town an d the Citadel. 
The Outer Town was in ha b ited b y regular people an d there are also 
rem ain s of m an ors interpreted as b elon gin g to the aristocrac y. Ac cordin g 
to the last arc haeologic al researc hes the Outer Town was populated in 
relative den sity – there are open  spac es b etween  the n eighb orhoods. Prove 
for this theory is the loc ation of the c hurc h b uildin gs, even ly distrib uted on 
the whole territory b ut on a relatively b ig distan c e from  eac h other. 
Archaeologic al researc h of Pliska had started in  the en d of 19th c en tury an d 
contin ues today. Due to the enorm ous area, spec ifics of the arc haeologic al 
work, in tervals b etween  the c am paign s an d periods in  history not allowin g 
researc h, like wars, crises, the in vestigated area is ab out 5% of the whole 
territory. Durin g the last 10 years of researc h a spatial m odel an d GIS 
datab ase of com plete m aps an d others docum en tary was developed b y Dr. 
Stefan  Stam en ov as part of a scien tific project an d PhD thesis titled 
“Spatial Model an d Chronologic al An alysis of the Medieval Town of 
Pliska U sin g Aerospac e an d Groun d-b ased Data”. This is the first research 
of the Pliska site that com b in e RS an  GIS tec hn ologies an d m ethods to 
create a datab ase for future researc h an d conservation of the cultural 
heritage of the m edieval site. 

Trac es of hum an  activities on the Earth surfac e has b een  left over the c en turies an d m illen n ia of hum an  culture an d c ivilizations. This trac es are also referred to as an thropogen ic 
features or hum an  footprints an d the process an thropogen isation . This process is directly lin ked with the way of hum an  livin g, results is reshapin g the lan dsc ape an d c han gin g 
the n ature in region al an d in m odern ity even on glob al sc ale. Scien tific studies devoted to this process have lon g discovered, that the an thropogen isation is not pointless, b ut 
appear as a spec ific, expected an d som etim es plan n ed result of various hum an  activities pointed to secure the existen c e an d prosperity of a particular hum an  society or hum an ity 
in  gen eral.  

At the c en tral part of Pliska 
field is loc ated Medieval 
Pliska – the first Bulgarian  
c apital, nowadays on e of the 
m ost im portan t arc haeologic al 
sites in  Bulgaria. Close to it, 
also on the territory of Pliska 
field, is loc ated the non-c apital 
royal residen c es (Aul) of the 
First Bulgarian  Kin gdom  – 
Kab iyuk. Both arc haeologic al 
sites are an n oun c ed as n ation al 
historic al an d arc haeologic al 
reserves. 
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