
Introduction 

Alexander Posey gained international fame as a humorist, poet, 

and journalist in the period of land allotment as Oklahoma 

transitioned from Indian Territory into statehood. Over one 

hundred years later, his work continues to be studied for both 

historical context and artistic appreciation. On May 27th, 1908, 

he drowned in the North Canadian River, an area he loved to 

explore and write about.   

After the construction of Eufaula Dam, the location of his death 

was lost to history. Through analysis of narratives and historical 

maps, the location of his death was rediscovered. 
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Final Resting Place 

Greenhill Cemetery 

Muskogee, Oklahoma 
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Location of Recovery 

On July 20th, Posey’s body was found 5 miles east of Posey’s 

Hole at a point near Standing Rock. Standing Rock was 

inundated by the dam in 1964 but is located at the confluence of 

the North and South Canadian River. 

Strange Events: 

After Posey’s untimely death, the area was said to be haunted. 

Unexplained noises came from the area after nightfall, and many  

suicides and accidents occurred at the site. Before the vanishing 

beneath Lake Eufaula, Posey’s Hole would claim eight men, one 

woman, and a child. 

Alexander Posey and his traveling companion, Robert D. Howe, 

were on their way to Eufaula, when their train stopped in the 

town of Wells due to reports of flooding over the tracks. The 

men walked the rails to the point of the washout that which 

proved to be ten to fifteen feet wide.  

After noting the depth of the water, they hired a boat to row 

around the washout. However, as they rowed, disaster struck, 

and the boat overturned. One of the boat operators drowned 

instantly, while the other, along with Howe, swam to the shore 

and ran to Eufaula for aid. Posey held on to a sapling for two 

hours while locals attempted rescue, but his strength gave out, 

and the current swept him away. As many as 100 bystanders  

watched Posey drown. 

Location Of Death 

Posey’s Hole: 

The location of death became known as Posey’s Hole. It was 

situated under the Katy Railroad river bridge. Historical maps 

place this location over the Canadian River two miles North of 

Eufaula. The area is currently under Eufaula Lake.  


