
When the 
World 
Breaks DATA SOURCE DILEMMA

A SOLUTION FOR THE BROKEN 

However, in cases where tens (if not hundreds 
or thousands) of data sources have been broken, 
this moves into the realm of frustration. These 
are situations every GIS-user faces at some point 
or another. It is almost unavoidable. 

Unfortunately, healing the data sources is not 
always as easy as breaking them.
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THE DILEMMA

COMPONENTS OF A REMAP FILE

Rather than using the 
Repair Data Source 
function in ArcGIS, 

what if we were crazy
 enough to reclassify 

these sources instead? 

Yes, reclassify.

There are any number of actions that may cause
a data source to become invalid, or broken. These
can include moving data �les, deleting linked
data �les, changing the names of the sources, or
the data source itself simply becoming corrupt.
On a small scale -- for instance, when one or two
layers in a map document is broken -- this is a
minor inconvenience that can be �xed with a few
patient clicks.

THE SOLUTION

To accomplish this feat, healing the data in a not-so-tedious manner, a remap object (or Remap File) is necessary to de�ne both the old and new sources.
This �le is not to be confused with an ASCII Remap File. Instead, this is an Excel spreadsheet that outlines the original data in addition to the paths, names,
and function of the material - such as if it should be removed. The sheet is divided between origins and targets.

The �rst half of the columns describes the original �les
that have since changed. Here, the examples indicate the
path names of several shape�les and layer �les that have
since been alterred in the World Domination MXD.

Likewise, the second half of the attributes shows the new material.
Data sources have been updated to account for their new Master
Plan and path names. Once the map document and layer �les are
remapped, they will point to these sources rather then the old ones...
and World Domination will be complete.

For more information on
our remap solution, visit us 

at the expo or check out our site.

!

We often associate “reclassifying” as a method for changing values in 
a raster dataset. However, it has all the makings of a solution to the 
Broken Data Source Dilemma. This method relies on the principles 
outlined by ArcGIS’s Reclass tools - not the tools themselves. Rather 
than alterring raster values, we would heal the �le paths and names. 
Instead of working with raster attributes, we would be addressing 
source components of map documents and layer �les.

Rather than just correcting invalid links, this approach can aide in
other often time-consuming tasks:
> Alter the data source -- especially when the location and/or name 
    of the underlying data has been modi�ed.
> Update the workspace from a GDB, SDE, MDB, or Folder to a 
    di�erent SDE.
> Replace a layer in a map document with a di�erent �le, or remove it
    altogether.


